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PROLOGUE

»Everyone is a moon, and has a dark side which he never shows to anybody.«

Quote from »The Innocents Abroad, or The New Pilgrim’s Progress«,
by Mark Twain. Germany edition: »Bummel durch Europa«

The German National Library lists 240 publications attributed to »Ebertin«:
mother, son, and grandson. Newspaper articles, blog posts, YouTube videos,
radio broadcasts, and documentaries have been written about them, both
nationally and internationally.

University professors parade thousand-page dissertations before them. Like
battering rams, they push aside everything else that might be said. And the
German Astrologers’ Association applauds.

What else could be added?

Quite a lot, I presume ...

They have never set foot on the cobblestones of Görlitz, where it all began. This
old boys’ club includes a museum director who rules like a patriarch and has
the audacity to forbid a university-educated historian from speaking.

The US Army actually had to come – or rather, the daughter of an Air Force
helicopter pilot. From the University of California straight to beautiful Saxony
to learn German and tackle the case. She scoured archives, studied the writings
of the Ebertin family, translated them into English, and wrote a magnificent
dissertation.

To peer behind the »darkest side of the moon«, a second historian was needed.
She artfully shatters the stars on the ground of reality in a witty novel and her
blog.

Last but not least, tribute should be paid to a female historian who was silenced
here in the city – which enraged me so much that I wrote this non-fiction book.

Jan Böhmermann, German entertainer, satirist, podcast presenter and archor-
man of »ZDF Magazin Royale«, puts his finger on the sore spot.

Axel Becker, a consummate astrologer, singer, dancer, and entertainer, responds
eloquently. When my old friend isn’t cruising the Caribbean on a cruise ship or
performing in musical and theatrical productions here in Germany (including as
a permanent ensemble member at the JTB Junges Theater Bonn), he interprets
celestial constellations with artful seriousness and heroically throws himself into
the fray for professional astrology.

Nice! However, the TV presenter doesn’t have a good word to say about the
renowned German Astrologers’ Association DAV, let alone its examinations and
the like. Kudos to his editorial team for their fact-checking! The talented Axel,
more of an artist than a club-freak, launches a brilliant counterattack.

Is it due to Böhmermann’s Pisces sun, harshly illuminated by Uranus (a
repressed mystic soul), or is it Astro-Becker’s central star in the proud sign of
Leo? See for yourself. You’ll find the links in the appendix, as well as everything
about Jenn Zahrt and Katja Kullmann, historians of the highest caliber, and their
male colleagues.

Because nothing is more annoying than tiny footnotes, tiny cross-references and
tiny captions – that drive you crazy when browsing, swiping and zapping in
print and ebook – I have put this (almost) useless stuff, owed to academics in
their ivory towers, to the attachment.

Admittedly, this is not good news for attention-deficit hyper-activists.

~
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HELL RIDE

Much in astrology has been shown metaphorically for millennia: According to
ancient belief, a day from sunrise through the center of the sky to sunset corre-
sponds to the cycle of the moon, from waxing through full moon and waning to
new moon, the course of the year from spring through summer, autumn and
winter, the course of a life from birth through youth and old age to death.

The cycles of the planets, for example Saturn with its 4 * 7 = 28 years until its
complete return, serve as metaphors, and Reinhold Ebertin, among others, used
them to immortalize himself in his biography. In mundane astrology, in relation
to political world events, one might point to the Berlin Wall: from its construc-
tion in 1961 to its fall in 1989, one Saturn cycle took 28 years.

Similarly, the phases of the planet Jupiter can be found in the rise, peak,
decline, and end of the Third Reich: the seizure of power in 1933, the Olympics
in 1936, the invasion of Poland in 1939, Stalingrad in 1942, and the capitulation
in 1945. As in mundane astrology, these phases can be applied to personal life.

Using Elsbeth Ebertin’s case as an example – counting from the end, her demise
in November 1944 – half a Jupiter orbit until 1932, or half a Saturn orbit until
1930. »Wir Zwei vom 14. Mai« was written at the time, and »Mann oder
Frau? Das Schicksal einer Abenteurer-Natur«.

Shortly after the latter went to press, the list of banned books was published.
Her career had begun 12 or 14 years earlier, half a Saturn cycle or a full Jupiter
cycle, respectively. What was her decision after Hitler’s rise to power?

»Every person is their own god.
and also his own devil.
To what torment he inclines and submits,
which drives and guides him
He will be the same foreman«.

This is what the Görlitz astrologer Jacob Böhme wrote in the 16th century. Philip
Melanchthon, at whose university Bartholomäus Scultetus, the mayor of Görlitz,
had learned how to cast horoscopes, is quoted in the »Book of Spheres« by
Johannes de Sacrobosco as follows:
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»Since human souls are not moved by only one kind of reason, it follows that the
laws of fate are affected in various ways, sometimes by divine inspiration, sometimes
by instruction, sometimes by deliberation, and it follows that the laws of fate are
sometimes also turned for the worse by the devil.

Thus, Ptolemy states, quite excellently: These decisions of the astrologers are of a
non-praetorian nature. For the decrees of the praetors compel the people to obey.
These signs, however, do not inflict force on the people, even if they are not entirely
ineffective«.

62 Sacrobosco, Buch der Sphären, Wittenberg 1559 - Archiv des Autors
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Elsbeth had a choice – horoscope or no horoscope. In 1930 she wrote:

»My motto until the fall of crowned heads was: ›The singer should go with the
king!‹ Now, one shouldn’t immediately assume that I’m some kind of ›monarchist‹;
for personally, it’s truly all the same to me whether the man at the head of state is
called emperor, king, or president (the name is just sound and fury).

As I already emphasized in last year’s yearbook, I will always remain above all
party lines, an individualist, a representative of personal conviction, guided more by
the stars than by worldly laws, insofar as they are not in accordance with higher
leadership.«

This passage needs to be read two or three times, as it is written in an augury-
like style. There have been, and still are, democracies where autocrats have
themselves religiously venerated in order to shift the system towards dicta-
torship. One only needs to watch the daily news to witness this firsthand …

»If the statement my father made against those of other faiths around the turn of the
century was already considered ›stubbornness or religious madness‹, then in our
time of partisanship, anti-Semitism, and hatred of Jesuits, which is much more bla-
tant today, hundreds and thousands of fanatical party members who have forgotten
the word ›Love one another‹ would already belong in an insane asylum.

Back then, times were clearly different than today, and the slightest predisposi-
tion was enough to declare a person who wasn’t ›quite normal‹ or who dared to say a
bold word as ripe for the madhouse.

Of course, people still do that today. I myself once heard someone say in my
hometown: ›Anyone who still believes in the influence of the stars is crazy‹«.

In 1931, Elsbeth Ebertin published a revised Hitler horoscope, titled
»Sterndeuter, Hellseher, Wahrsager und Zunftgenossen«, with the Hamburg-
based Dreizack publishing house, right next to that of General Ludendorff, with
whom the »Führer« had attempted a coup seven years earlier. However, it is
incorrect that she professed her allegiance to National Socialism.

Rather, on the following pages she interprets the constellations cryptically,
much like the Oracle of Delphi in ancient Greece. Consider this: Croesus, the
rich and powerful king of Lydia, was prophesied that a great empire would fall
if he went to war against the Persians. Trusting the oracle’s words, he went into
battle — and into the downfall of his own kingdom. Much has been published
about Elsbeth Ebertin’s Hitler horoscope. Apparently, people rely on hearsay
(especially regarding Wikipedia) instead of considering the exact sources.
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63 Ebertin Sterndeuter, Hellseher, Wahrsager und Zunftgenossen - DNB Leipzig 1931 A 4218
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64 Ebertin Sterndeuter, Hellseher, Wahrsager und Zunftgenossen - DNB Leipzig 1931 A 4218
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66 Ebertin Sterndeuter, Hellseher, Wahrsager und Zunftgenossen - DNB Leipzig 1931 A 4218
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In 1933 came the shock: Elsbeth Ebertin’s newly published book, »Man or
Woman?«, dedicated to Toni Simon, was banned. After the Nazis seized power,
Toni Simon’s transvestite license was revoked. Following a brief prison sen-
tence, he (or she) emigrated to Spain.

,In 1933, Elsbeth’s »Astrologische Familien-Chronik« was published, and »Die
letzte Stunde« appeared with Dreizack-Verlag. In 1934, »Der Heimgang eines
Himmelsforschers« was published in Chemnitz. It is said that she held back
after the censorship – due to her previous experiences with the police.

67 Elsbeth Ebertin - Mann oder Frau - Verbrannte und Verbannte – BerlinOnline Stadtportal
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Only half the truth. She contributed
numerous articles to the national-
racist propaganda sheet »Der
Seher«, published by her son
Reinhold. In 1935, Dreizack-Verlag
published:

»Flowers as messengers of love –
The favorite flowers of the German
emperors and the Führer Adolf
Hitler.

A retrospective and a look ahead.

A journey through five decades:

Empire, war, revolution, inflation,
decline and Germany’s rise«.

This monstrosity combines astrology and astronomy with politics, spanning
from the Imperial era to National Socialism. She used flowers metaphorically to
represent different eras: She gave special significance to the edelweiss, Adolf
Hitler’s declared favorite flower, and sent him a specimen with a personal
dedication.

»To my Führer on his birthday,
a bouquet of German poets
in respect and loyalty.

Elsbeth Ebertin.
Weinsberg near Heilbronn
d 18.IV.1935«.

Her inscribed copy found its way into the library of Hitler’s Berghof in Ober-
salzberg. It’s possible that this obsequiousness towards a mass murderer saved
her and her son’s lives.

68 Elsbeth Ebertin. Blumen als Boten der Liebe - Dreizack Altona 1935 - DNB Leipzig 1935 A 10000
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Thus, at the beginning of the war, she
was able to free her son from Gestapo
protective custody and, after sending
imploring letters to Hitler and his ast-
rologically minded deputy Rudolf Hess,
prevent a threatened professional ban
for as long as possible.

This changed when Hess left for
Scotland in 1941 to negotiate a separate
peace. From June to November 1941, she
was held in protective custody, but did
not end up in a concentration camp.

Despite a written declaration that she
was no longer practicing astrology, she
was expelled from the Reich Chamber of
Literature in 1943. Yet Elsbeth Ebertin
had done everything to establish herself
as a staunch racist in the media:

69 Elsbeth Ebertin. Des Menschen Gesicht - Weinsberg bei Heilbronn 1935

70 Nürnberger Gesetze 1935 States Holocaust Memorial Museum
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When the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 defined who was of German blood, who
was a first- or second-degree »Mischling« (mixed-race person), and who was
Jewish, she published »Des Menschen Gesicht, Bildnisse zur Charakterbeur-
teilung und Rassenforschung mit über 100 Portraits«, a richly illustrated work,
with which she betrayed all her ideals – or did she believe that Adolf Hitler was
the new Messiah?

71 Elsbeth Ebertin. Des Menschen Gesicht - Weinsberg bei Heilbronn 1935
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And that wasn’t all: A year
later, she followed up with an
antisemitic diatribe, which is
met with silence in astrological
circles: »Die Macht des Goldes.
Ein Roman von Himmelsk-
räften und Teufelskunst«,
published in 1936 by Richard
Hummel Verlag.

How can this racial hatred
be reconciled with »Religion
und Liebe« from 1937? At least
it seems that this allowed the
continued publication of the
Ebertin Calendar and the
Regulus Almanacs until 1939.

Let’s take a closer look at
»Die Macht des Goldes«: 70
years after the author’s death,
the novel can be released on
the market in the public
domain. The publisher
»Edition Geheimes Wissen«,
owned by Irene Huber in
Graz, Austria, advertises the
reprint as follows:

»The novel is intended to stimulate the reader to deep reflection on the connections
between here and the other side, on heavenly forces that help, and on devilish arts
against which one should protect oneself if, like the hero of the novel, one wants to
achieve mastery of one’s soul powers«.

But what is really behind it? 1936 Elsbeth Ebertin writes in the subtitle »Nach
Quellen und Schilderungen des Fahrensmannes Wölsung«, from »Völ-
sung«, a mythological figure from the Nordic Völsunga saga, was misused in
National Socialism for racist, totalitarian ideologies, propagating »purely Ger-
manic« origins.

The cover features a »pure« white man, standing tall and ramrod straight,
wearing boots and carrying a riding crop, reminiscent of a concentration camp

72 Elsbeth Ebertin, Die Macht des Goldes. Leipzig 1936 - DNB Leipzig 1936 A 4728
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guard. From above, he looks down on a hunchbacked old man with a Jewish
nose, who is offering his treasures for sale – a foreshadowing of the expropria-
tion of Jewish property and the Holocaust.

What did Elsbeth Ebertin know? How great was her guilt in light of the
extermination of millions of Jews in the Third Reich? The power of the gold ring
to which Elsbeth Ebertin clung accompanied her until her death. She died on
November 28, 1944, in Freiburg im Breisgau. Her son, Reinhold Ebertin,
describes the discovery of her body in »Das Schicksal in meiner Hand«.

»When we were negotiating in Aalen to find initial accommodation here, the heavy
attack on Freiburg took place, in which, unfortunately, my mother also fell victim. A
direct hit completely destroyed her house; although she was able to escape through
the breach in the wall, she must have suffocated in the terrible smoke, something she
had always feared so much. Nothing remained of all her belongings, her collections
and manuscripts; her remains were only recognized by the spectacle case and the
ring she had received from King Ferdinand. This ring is the only visible heirloom
that I have left«.

Thus, Reinhold Ebertin, mama’s
boy, Ariosophist, and self-pro-
claimed Astrocosmos world ruler
of post-war West Germany,
honored this fatal legacy and
acted in its spirit. Will it one day
be publicly exhibited – as a
memorial to an insatiable greed
and perverse vanity that stops at
nothing? John Ronald Reuel
Tolkien,»The Lord of the Rings«:

»One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them,
One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them.
In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie«.

Does the Mordor of 20th-century German astrology be located in the Black
Forest, that part of Baden-Württemberg where the dark shadows of the Ebertin
dynasty are kept under wraps by circles around the German Astrologers’
Association?

73 Freiburg 1944 - Wikimedia Commons Stadtarchiv Freiburg M 72 B 271
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With the end of the war, astrology in Görlitz came to an end. Half a millennium
of culture and history was wiped out. Once and for all, until today. The fact that
astrological-astronomical clocks on the town hall tower and the council phar-
macy simultaneously display the quality and quantity of time is taboo.

That Scultetus, the city’s most famous citizen, interpreted horoscopes. That
Jacob Böhme and Elsbeth Ebertins cultivated the art of star interpretation here.
That Kepler and Brahe, both astrologers and astronomers, likely resided here.

The last Russian astrological congress took place under Stalin. The partici-
pants were deported to Siberian labor camps. In East Germany, astrology was
persecuted as a competitor to the religiously disguised historical materialism of
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.

The fact that the Thurin-
gian astrologer Martin
Finsterbusch ended up in
a Stasi prison and had his
books confiscated is just
one example among
many.

Two years after the
launch of the Sputnik
satellite, astronomy
became a compulsory
subject in schools. When the Soviet Union won the race to put the first astronaut
in space in 1961, the youth magazine Sputnik published a damning special issue
entitled »Horoscop«.

Margot Honecker, Minister of Education of the GDR, had public observato-
ries and planetariums built across the country. Temples of atheism in the style of
mosques. Like a religious service, the planetarium director’s »sermon« flickered
across the artificial starry sky as points of light, accompanied by gentle celestial
music. Socialism plus electricity equals communism. Undoubtedly, astronomy
was a tool of political propaganda.

In 1988, Dr. Jürgen Hamel wrote in »Astrologie – Tochter der Astronomie«:

»The growing social insecurity in capitalist countries provides more fertile ground
than ever for astrological beliefs today. …«

74 Meridian August/September 1990 Martin Finsterbusch
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The GDR was on the brink of economic collapse. Initiated by the Stasi and the
SED, the »Verband der Freidenker« (i.e. Association of Freethought) was
founded in the summer of 1989 – Erich Honecker was a member of. After the
fall of the Berlin Wall, I was invited to a so called »discussion panel« at the East
Berlin Planetarium in the summer of 1990: A barrage of organized hatred and
ideological incitement. In 1991, the association merged with »Deutscher Frei-
denker-Verband« of West Germany.

75 Einladung Zeiss-Planetarium Ostberlin, Juni 1990 - Archivdes Autors
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STARVING ARIOSOPHISTS

»Meanwhile, the general economic crisis took on alarming proportions. Unem-
ployment in Germany initially rose to 4 million and then to 6 million, while the
state also had to support 6 million pensioners. At the same time, the number of
disaffected people and National Socialists grew; the SA began to march.

Since, unfortunately, an astrological weekly newspaper was promoting the Nazi
party and achieving enormous sales with a circulation of 200,000 copies, the
manager of Keyser’s bookstore in Erfurt came to me one day and asked if we could
publish a similar newspaper, but in a more objective format. As this company owned
50 newsstands in Erfurt and the surrounding area alone and had good connections
with the entire railway station book trade, such an undertaking seemed to pose no
risk.

Once again, fate was in my hands!
Within three days I had compiled the first issue of ›Der Seher‹, and after another

three days the first print run of 10,000 copies was already sold out. In the following
months, the circulation rose to 57,000. I had only two employees in my office, but I
already had a good network of contributors.

I wrote most of the manuscripts myself; for ›Sternblatter‹ and ›Seher‹ combined,
I had to produce well over 100 manuscript pages a month. But things were slowly
progressing, and increased sales were achieved, especially in book distribution.«

In »Sternblätter« and »Der Seher«, they linked their predictions with nationalist
antisemitism. Judaism was portrayed as a so-called cosmic adversary of the
Aryan race. Let’s take a closer look at the layout of these inflammatory writings
from 1932:

»Der Seher: Deutsche astrologische Zeitung die weder Partei- noch Klassenun-
terschiede kennt, die kosmisch eingestellte Zeitung der Zukunft.«
(The Seer: German astrological newspaper that knows neither party nor

class differences, the cosmically oriented newspaper of the future.)

1933 to 1935 after Hitler’s rise to power:

»Der Seher: Geistwissenschaftliche Rundschau«.
(The Seer: A Review of the Spiritual Sciences)
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To the right of the subtitle is the Raido rune ( ‌. In the Germanic
Futhark it stands for »way« or »journey«, during the Nazi era ideologi-
cally charged, glorified by nationalism. In other words:

For Reinhold Ebertin, the »enormous sales« of a Nazi party’s astrological
weekly magazine were reason enough to enrich himself and his wife through
racial hatred and incitement. His mother also wrote articles. The entire family
became protagonists of a »nationalist astrology« and promoted the acceptance
of National Socialist ideologies in bourgeois-esoteric circles. Third year, No. 5,
March 8, 1934:

»Heil ist wieder die Verwirklichung! Also Religion verwirklichen, d. h. Sieg Heil!
Religion ist Gott, und wer Gott in sich und nach außen verwirklicht, der siegt - weil
er siegen muss! Genau wie Hitler! - Ich hoffe, die lieben Leser nicht gelangweilt zu
haben, und höre bereits als Gruß ein begeistertes Heil Hitler!«

(Salvation is once again realization! So realize religion, i.e., Sieg Heil! Religion
is God, and whoever realizes God within themselves and outwardly, triumphs —
because they must triumph! Just like Hitler! I hope I haven’t bored my dear readers,
and I can already hear an enthusiastic Heil Hitler! as a greeting.)

On the left side of the cover is the Sieg rune ( ‌, emblem of the German Young
People of the Hitler Youth – when arranged in a circle, it appears as the Black
Sun of the Nazi Ordensburg. The large round symbol above it is not a peace
symbol , but the Elhaz rune ( ‌. Guido von List, the völkisch esotericist,
described it as representing serenity in his »Armanen Futhark«,invented in
1902. The Nazis used it in the Lebensborn program and, in contrast to the
Christian birth sign (*‌, in an inverted form (†‌.

132 Der Seher, Erfurt 1934 - DNB Leipzig ZC 7011

133 Kreis der schwarzen Sonne mit Mann, Wewelsburg - Wikimedia Commons sunnydog
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Reinhold, the timid mommy’s boy, newly married to Elsa through Elsbeth’s
mediation. In 1933, he passed on his bad karma to Baldur, the heir born just in
time for the Führer’s »seizure of power.«

A true Ariosophist, who, thanks to the active assistance of his wife, managed
to make a pact with the devil. What was missing for cosmological world
domination: the »coordination« of German astrology under his »leadership«!

»The publication of ›Der Seher‹ now also offered the opportunity to reach a wider
circle of interested parties and, together with Meier Parm and Gerhard Krüger, to
convene the ›Kongreß astrologischer Pioniere‹ for the beginning of June 1932. This
was a counter-congress to the ›Astrologische Zentralstelle‹ of Dr. Hubert Korsch,

134 Astrologen-Kongress 1932 Korsch - AstroWiki Richard Vetter
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How necessary this congress was is evident from the fact that the younger genera-
tion in particular was represented here, but also the founders of various teaching
methods, including Karl Brandler-Pracht, AM Grimm, Johannes Vehlow, Elsbeth
Ebertin, Ludwig Rudolph, so that almost all directions and methods were repre-
sented here.

At this 20th Congress, important resolutions were drafted that were significant
for the further development of astrology. On June 4, 1932, the ›Astrologische
Zentralverband‹ was founded as an umbrella organization; I myself was appointed
its head, and Meier-Parm and Gerhard Krüger were appointed as representatives.
This association aimed to unite all existing organizations and schools and to lay the
foundation for an academy.

These goals could no longer be achieved due to Hitler’s dictatorship, but they
were revived after the Second World War.

I recorded it.
Once again, fate was in my hands!«

It is one of Reinhold Ebertin’s self-deceptions to portray himself as a victim of
National Socialism. Yet, in the 1920s, he likely belonged to the Ariosophical-
racist group around Herbert Reichstein. Many of today’s rampant conspiracy
theories originate in »Isis Unveiled« from 1877 and »The Secret Doctrine« from
1888.

The Russian
occultist Helena
Blavatsky, whose
seal featured ast-
rological symbols
alongside the Star
of David and the
swastika,
achieved her
greatest successes
in the USA
alongside her
partner Henry
Steel Olcott
(whose flowing
beard is reminiscent of a modern-day German right wing newspaper publisher‌.
Her cosmologically embellished theory of root races was enthusiastically
received by nationalist movements and Ariosophy.

135 Henry Steel Olcott und Helena Blavatsky - Wikicommons



COMPUTER
»Interpreting a chart is like interpreting a dream.«

Interpreting a horoscope is similar to interpreting a dream.

Claude Weiss in an interview with Bob Zanotti on »Switzerland In Sound«

TOTAL CONTROL

Reinhold Ebertin in »Destiny in My Hand« from 1974:

»Contact cosmograms and graphic ephemerides can be of extraordinary importance
for world politics. I pointed this out to various authorities in Bonn and Munich-
Pullach at the time - without success.«

Fortunately! Let’s imagine that back in the mid-1970s, an Ariosophist and anti-
Semite, who, like many Nazis in the Federal Republic, fled into the role of vic-
tim, had used astrology as an instrument for monitoring, controlling, and pos-
sibly manipulating the population.

Munich-Pullach: Built between
1936 and 1938 as the »Rudolf Hess
Reich Settlement« for the Nazi elite
behind high walls, it was used by the
CIA and the »Gehlen Organization«
(under Hitler, »Foreign Armies East«)
from 1947 onwards. SS members,
former Wehrmacht officers, and former
Reich Security Main Office personnel
employed so-called »proven methods«
of the Third Reich in the young Federal
Republic of Germany.

In transit camps, they interrogate former forced laborers, refugees, and pri-
soners of war. Bonn, 1946: Founding of the »Gehlen Organization,« the central
office for encryption of the BND (Federal Intelligence Service) and the Military
Counterintelligence Service of the Bundeswehr (German Federal Armed Forces).

Right next door, in Cologne, is the Federal Office for the Protection of the
Constitution (BfV), which until the 1960s was home to former members of the
Gestapo, SS, SD, and NSDAP (Nazi Party). Does it matter that Reinhold Ebertin,
like Reinhard Gehlen, had lived in Erfurt and Breslau in his attempts to make
contact in Munich-Pullach?

159 Reinhard Gehlen - Wikimedia Commons US Army Signal Corp


